
November 30, 2025 

Saturday, November 29 
 8:30-8:45 AM Confessions ......................................................................... St Joseph Onekama 
 9:00 AM Mass of the Day | Alfred (David Louwers) ............................... St Joseph Onekama 
  Holy Hour of Adoration (following Mass) ................................. St Joseph Onekama 

 3:15-3:45 PM Confessions | Rosary ......................................................... St Raphael Copemish 
 4:00 PM Anticipated Mass for Sunday | For the People ....................... St Raphael Copemish 

Sunday, November 30 | First Sunday of Advent 
 7:20-7:45 AM Confessions | Rosary ........................................................... St Joseph Onekama 
 8:00 AM Mass | Special Intention (Maria Somsel) ................................. St Joseph Onekama 

10:00-10:15 AM Confessions | Rosary ......................................................... St Raphael Copemish 
 10:30 AM Mass | Carol LaCross (Ray & Judey Pendygraft) ...................... St Raphael Copemish 

Monday, December 1 
 8:45 AM Holy Hour of Adoration ....................................................... St Joseph Onekama 
 10:00 AM Mass ................................................................................... St Joseph Onekama 

Tuesday, December 2 
 6:00 AM Mass | Fr. Nursey (Joe Brooks) .............................................. St Joseph Onekama 

Wednesday, December 3 | Saint Francis Xavier, Priest 
 11:00 AM Installation Mass | Concelebrated w/Fr. Michael Janowski ... St Raphael Copemish 

Thursday, December 4 | Saint John Damascene, Priest and Doctor of the Church 
 4:15-5:15 PM Adoration .......................................................................... St Raphael Copemish 
 4:20-5:10 PM Confessions ....................................................................... St Raphael Copemish 
 5:30 PM Mass | Mike & Pam Bagley (Sandra Mrosko)......................... St Raphael Copemish 

Friday, December 5 
 7:15 AM Rorate Mass ...................................................................... St Raphael Copemish 
  Holy Hour of Adoration (following Mass) ............................... St Raphael Copemish 

 4:30-4:45 PM Confessions ....................................................................... St Raphael Copemish 
 5:00 PM First Friday Mass | Heather Edwards .................................. St Raphael Copemish 

Saturday, December 6 | First Saturday | Saint Nicholas, Bishop 
 8:40-8:55 AM Rosary | Procession ............................................................. St Joseph Onekama 
 9:00 AM Mass of the Day | †Robert Lyman (Douglas Pointer) ............... St Joseph Onekama 
 10:00 AM Holy Hour of Adoration, Confessions, Meditation .................. St Joseph Onekama 

 3:15-3:45 PM Confessions | Rosary ........................................................... St Joseph Onekama 
 4:00 PM Anticipated Mass for Sunday | For the People .......................... St Joseph Onekama 

Sunday, December 7 | Second Sunday of Advent 
 7:20-7:45 AM Confessions | Rosary ........................................................... St Joseph Onekama 
 8:00 AM Mass | †Ken & Virginia Smith (Marty & Shari Smith) ................ St Joseph Onekama 

10:00-10:15 AM Confessions | Rosary ......................................................... St Raphael Copemish 

 10:30 AM Mass | †Angelina Luscri (Gaby Crandall) .............................. St Raphael Copemish 

Monday, December 8 | The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
8:00- 9:00 AM Holy Hour of Adoration w/Confessions ................................ St Raphael Copemish 
 9:15 AM Mass | Holy Day of Obligation ........................................... St Raphael Copemish 

 4:30-5:30 PM Holy Hour of Adoration ....................................................... St Joseph Onekama 
 4:30-5:00 PM Confessions ......................................................................... St Joseph Onekama 
 5:15-5:30 PM Vespers | Evening Prayer ..................................................... St Joseph Onekama 
 5:40-5:55 PM Rosary Procession ................................................................ St Joseph Onekama 
 6:00 PM Mass | Holy Day of Obligation ............................................. St Joseph Onekama 



Page 2  St. Joseph of Onekama and St. Raphael of Copemish, Michigan 

St. Joseph of Onekama 
Catholic Church 
8380 Fifth St, #150 
Onekama, MI 49675 
StJosephOnekama.org 

Mailing address for both Parishes 
 8380 Fifth St, #150, Onekama, MI 49675 

231.889.4254 
ParishOffice@StJosephOnekama.org 
Office Hours: T- F | 9AM - 4:30PM 

Celebrating Anniversaries  

 12/02 M/M William Martin 
 12/07 M/M William Allen 

Pastor ................................ Fr. Nursey 
Faith Formation ......... Tracy Daberkoe 
Maintenance ................ David Louwers 
Secretary ................... Nan Kamaloski 
Diocesan Pastoral Council Rep 
 ............................ Marguerite Loeffler 

Tuesday, December 2 
 4:00 PM Legion of Mary (St Joseph Legion) .................... SJ 

Wednesday, December 3 
 Noon Reception | Installation of Pastor ..................... SR 
 6:00 PM Youth Faith Formation | First Sacraments ........ SR 

Thursday, December 4 
 6:30 PM Choir Practice ................................................. SR 
 6:30 PM SR Finance Council Meeting ............................ SR 
 7:15 PM Tri-Saints Knights of Columbus Meeting ........... SR 

Friday, December 5 
 10:30 AM SR Pastoral Council Meeting ........................... SR 
 6:00 PM OCIA | OCIC .................................................. SR 
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Celebrating Birthdays   

 12/01 Dan Daberkoe 
 12/02 Brittany Howes  
 12/05 Jack Daberkoe,  
  Mairin McCarthy 
 12/06 John Schaub 
 12/07 Lucas Porter 

Have you introduced yourself yet? 
Please join me in welcoming our 
newly registered St. Joseph of 
Onekama parishioners Michael and 
Kimberly Sinke, along with their 
children Mason, Callie, and Johnny. 
We are so very happy that you’ve 
chosen us.  

St. Raphael of Copemish 
Catholic Church 

18440 Cadillac Hwy 
Copemish, MI 49625 

StRaphaelCopemish.org 

Manistee Catholic Central Schools Foundation 
“Doris and Ed Polcyn Graduate Scholarship” 

 
Manistee Catholic Central Schools Foundation is pleased to announce the Doris 
and Ed Polcyn Graduate Scholarship for 2025. Alumni of Manistee Catholic 
Central School who are enrolled in Graduate or Undergraduate College Programs 
at Accredited Institutions or enrolled in Accredited Trade Schools or Registered 
Apprenticeship Programs are eligible to apply. Several scholarships ranging from 
$1000 to $5000 will be awarded to qualified applicants.  
A description of the scholarship, application requirements, and methods for 
submission are posted on the Manistee Catholic Central Schools Foundation 
website at https://manisteeccsfoundation.org/scholarships. The deadline for 
submitting the application is by the end of the day on December 12th, 2025. 
Awardees will be notified by January 22, 2026. 

Job Opportunity | Organist 

St.  Joseph of Onekama and              
St. Raphael of Copemish are seeking 
an Organist to play at our Masses on 
the weekend. If you know of anyone 
who may be interested, please have 
them contact the parish office and/or 
apply through the Diocese of Gaylord 
website.  

 — Special Liturgical Celebration — 

Installation of Our New Pastor, Fr. Nursey 

We joyfully invite all parishioners to a special Mass for the formal installation of 
Father Nursey as the new Pastor of our parishes on Wednesday, December 3, at 
11:00 AM, at St. Raphael of Copemish. 

This is a significant spiritual and symbolic moment in the life of our community as 
we officially welcome Fr. Nursey to his leadership role and pray for his ministry 
among us. 

The Installation Mass will be concelebrated by the Vicar of our Southwest 
Vicariate, Fr. Michael Janowski, and Fr. Nursey. During the liturgy, Fr. Nursey will 
make a Profession of Faith and take an Oath of Fidelity to the Magisterium of the 
Catholic Church. 

A reception with light refreshments will be held in the Parish Hall immediately 
following the Mass. Your presence will make this event a memorable experience 
for Fr. Nursey and our entire congregation as we unite in prayer and support for our 
new shepherd. We look forward to celebrating this blessed occasion as the family of 
God. 

StJosephOnekama.org
StRaphaelCopemish.org
https://www.manisteeccsfoundation.org/scholarships
https://dioceseofgaylord.org/job-opportunities
https://dioceseofgaylord.org/job-opportunities
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Stewardship of Treasure 
Thank you so very much 

for your generosity of 
talent and treasure. 

It is truly appreciated! 
 

Tithing totals were not available 
at time of printing. 

myParish App 

Both St. Joseph of Onekama and              
St. Raphael of Copemish share myParish 
app which is available for Apple and 
Android smart phones and tablets. You can 

download the app for free by scanning the QR Code with 
your device’s camera, or by texting the message APP to 
the number 55321. Select St. Joseph Catholic Church 
(49675) after opening. You can even favorite multiple 
parishes if you’d like! If you need help downloading or 
using the app, please call the parish office.  

Check out the recently added Advent Reflections with 
Ave Maria Press! 

Rorate Masses 

Five Rorate Masses have been scheduled during 
December. A “Rorate Mass” is a specific type of Catholic 
Mass celebrated during Advent, honoring the Virgin Mary 
and anticipating the birth of Jesus as the “Light of the 
World”. These masses are celebrated in the early 
morning before sunrise and are lit only by candlelight, 
with the church gradually becoming brighter as the sun 
rises. 

Upcoming dates are scheduled for: 

Friday, December 5 ................... St Raphael Copemish 

Monday, December 15 ................. St Joseph Onekama 

Wednesday, December 17 ............ St Joseph Onekama 

Friday, December 19.................. St Raphael Copemish 

Saturday, December 20 ................ St Joseph Onekama 

Start times may vary and will be confirmed as we try our 
best to coordinate the actual sunrise with the 
consecration during Mass. 

Please contact the office if you are able to be an altar 
server or lector during these special Masses. 
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November 29, 2025 
 
 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
The Jubilee Year 2025 diocesan pastoral planning process has been a time to exercise the virtue of hope. 
Our parish churches hold deep meaning; they are places where families celebrate baptisms, weddings, 
funerals and countless moments of grace. There are emotional ties to these sacred places. They are part of 
your story—and mine. 
 
Yet, our mission is not about buildings; it is about people—bringing Christ to every heart. Across the 
United States, Catholic communities face similar challenges: fewer people attending Mass, fewer weddings 
and baptisms and fewer priests to serve. In fact, the number of priests nationwide has declined by more 
than 40% since 1970. These trends cannot be ignored. Many of our churches have diminished in size, and 
most priests in our diocese serve multiple parishes. To ensure vibrant communities of faith for generations 
to come, we need to focus on mission more than on maintenance. 
 
Since March, we have been discerning a path forward together. The Presbyteral Council and I began 
reviewing parish data and the 2009 pastoral planning report. In the Spring, we held vicariate meetings with 
finance and pastoral councils, pastors and directors of parish life to share the data and the last report’s 
recommendations. This Fall, we reconvened and prayerfully reflected on proposed ideas and solutions. This 
process has been deliberate and collaborative, not rushed or done in isolation. The voices of your priests 
and parish leaders have helped shape the road ahead. 
 
In December, with prayerful discernment, data and the voices of our faithful, I will begin drafting the 
diocesan pastoral plan. In January 2026, I will share it with priests for final feedback, and in February 2026, 
the plan will be announced publicly, with implementation beginning in July 2026. While the plan is not yet 
written, I anticipate some parish closures will occur, along with some altered parish structuring and Mass 
scheduling. Our goal is to have strong, sustainable parish communities centered on Christ and priests who 
have the time and energy to be truly present to their people.  
 
In this Jubilee Year, we are called to be pilgrims of hope, trusting that God is doing something new among 
us. Together, as we look to the future, let’s do so with a firm sense of love, communion and mission. 
 
I invite you to visit dioceseofgaylord.org for more details and to watch my video message. Please join me in 
a renewed and profound trust in Divine Providence. 
 
In Christ our Life! 

 
Most Reverend Jeffrey J. Walsh 
Bishop of Gaylord 
 


